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Our Mission 
The Virginia Horse Center Foundation 
provides a world-class facility hosting 
regional, national, and international 
equestrian events.

With the support of the Foundation, the Virginia Horse 
Center serves as an economic and cultural asset for the 
benefit of the Rockbridge County community and the 
Commonwealth of Virginia. An important resource for the 
East-Atlantic equine competition circuit, the Virginia Horse 
Center hosts all disciplines of equestrian sport, standing at 
the forefront of Virginia’s $1.2 billion equine community. 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and 
employer.

The Vision 
The Virginia Horse Center Foundation 
envisions a unique, bucolic landmark 
to honor and celebrate the timeless, 
special bond between mankind and the 
horse through safe, fair, and spirited 
equestrian competition.



FORTY YEARS AGO, the concept of a dedicated equestrian showground 
that could showcase the best of Virginia horse country traditions while 
simultaneously serving as a community and economic hub was brought 
into existence by a group of community-minded business leaders and 
volunteers.  

Since then, the Virginia Horse Center has been a vital part of the 
equestrian landscape in the Commonwealth and beyond. Today, second 
and third generations of riders of a variety of disciplines, breeds, levels, 
and backgrounds come to the Horse Center to experience top-notch 
competition and camaraderie in a beautiful and welcoming setting.

Thank you to every person, company, and foundation mentioned in 
this Report to the Community for being part of the Horse Center story. 
Without your support and that of so many others who visit the grounds, 

FROM FIRST TO FORTIETH

Reflections and New Beginnings

we would be unable to bring to life 
the next 40 years which hold so 
much promise. We also recognize 
and are grateful for all those who 
have  generously supported the VHC 
during its first 40 years; they are 
treasured friends as well.



This Report to the Community is about you—our family of supporters. From all 
of us at the Virginia Horse Center, we humbly thank you for the trust you have placed 
in us to be stewards of your hopes and aspirations for this jewel of an equestrian venue 
nestled in the Blue Ridge Mountains.

As you revisit the Horse Center’s past year in these pages, I hope joyful memories of 
happy times spent with your friends—equine and human—come back in vivid detail. I 
also hope knowing you have helped make meaningful memories for many, many people 
brings you delight.

As we jump into our fifth decade, we are more optimistic than ever about the Horse 
Center’s future. We have bold and steady leadership at the helm in our new Chief 
Executive Officer, Steve Shank, who succeeded Glenn T. Petty in March 2024. In the 
few short months Steve has been on board, he has already accomplished many things 
including the maintenance and upgrading of facilities (with more improvements to come) 
and adding new horse shows across the disciplines for 2025. In the community, Steve 
has been collaborating closely with officials at the state and local levels to help the Horse 
Center continue fulfilling its mission as a community space. We thank Glenn for his years 
of service to the Horse Center and his help in positioning us for the times to come. The 
ongoing sustainability of the Horse Center is at the heart of every impactful decision our 
leadership makes. 

Thank you for being an important part of the Virginia Horse Center!

With much gratitude,

Roxanne Booth, President

From the President
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Since my arrival at the Virginia Horse Center during the third quarter of 
fiscal year 2024, I have been honored and humbled by the equestrian community’s 
enthusiastic welcome, one of the warmest I have ever received. Now it’s my turn to 
thank those recognized in this Report to the Community with heartfelt appreciation.

Behind every individual and company name listed in this report, there is a Horse 
Center story. I am so proud now to be part of the next chapters with you as we look 
to the realization of many long-awaited improvements and innovations which put 
our horses and riders first. In addition to the installation of stall mats in early 2024, 
we are embarking on a major footing overhaul which will encompass several rings, 
establishing a pop-up restaurant in the Winners Ring, and adding fans to improve 
summertime conditions in the barns of the East Complex to name a few projects.

There will be time to celebrate these successes and more in next year’s report.  
For now, I am excited to celebrate all YOU helped us accomplish this year!

Sincerely,

Steve Shank, Chief Executive Officer

From the CEO
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BLUE RIBBON COUNCIL
$100,000 +

Virginia Historical Horse Racing Funds

CHAMPION’S PATRON
$20,000 to $49,999

Elbert H., Evelyn J., and Karen H. 
Waldron Charitable Foundation

Katharine B. Tierney Charitable 
Foundation 

Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Oare
Ms. Jacqueline B. Mars 
The Clementree Fund
   
CHAMPION’S SUSTAINER
$10,000 to $19,999

Mrs. Karin M. Banks 
Hewitt Family Fund
McGue Millhiser Family Trust 
The Rimora Foundation

HORSE CENTER PARTNER
$5,000 to $9,999

Ms. Christine Barnicle 
Welch & Forbes LLC 
William M. Camp Foundation 

July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024DONORS
HORSE CENTER SUPPORTER
$2,500 to $4,999

Bank of America Matching Gifts 
Donors Trust Inc.
EverBless Foundation 
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald A. Perkins 
Ms. Brooks Lucas Cushman 

HORSE CENTER ADVOCATE
$1,000 to $2,499

Anonymous
Thomas, Cinda, and Rynni Ayers 
Ms. Pam C. Baker 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert D. Bays 
Bessemer Trust Giving Fund 
Mr. W. Earle Betts III
Blue Ridge Trailer Sales
Mrs. Roxanne Booth 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Hunter Bratton 
Mr. Harold D. Chrimes Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael R. Crane 
Mr. and Mrs. William C. Heizer 
Mrs. Elizabeth Mason Horsley 
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald V. Marshall Sr. 
Judy and Jim Miller 
Mr. and Mrs. James D. Mungovan 
Paul H. Pusey Foundation 
The Olivia Streater Reed and  

Dwight Compton Reed Fund 

The Orange Tree Foundation 
The Pittsburgh Foundation,  

Ms. Susan Byrom and  
Ms. Kara Mongello

TowneBank 
Ms. Peta Jean Wyllie 
Ms. Amy York
 
HORSE CENTER FRIEND
$1 to $999

Anonymous 
Mr. Nick Alberti 
Mrs. Patricia Lea Anthony 
Mr. and Mrs. Cecil Armstrong 
Ms. Carol C. Bauer 
Benevity Community Impact Fund 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Benner 
Ms. Kathleen L. Berger 
Mrs. Judith Heisley Bishop 
Ms. Alma Blythe 
Mr. and Mrs. Helmut W. Boehme 
Bonnie Management Company Inc. 
Ms. Sherri Booye 
Ms. Mariclaire B. Borowy 
Mr. and Mrs. William T. Boyd III 
Mr. and Mrs. James F. Brown 
Ms. Paula L. Brown-Steedly 
Ms. Karen Bull 
Dr. James T. Burnette 

Ms. Elsa Burrowes 
Ms. Barbour Childress 
Mr. W. Donald Clark 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Clements 
Dr. and Mrs. Reynolds Cowles
Ms. Susan Creekmore 
Ms. Anastasia Crofts 
Don Stewart Stables Inc. 
Ms. Patsy S. Dubay 
Dr. and Mrs. Charles Durbin Jr. 
Dr. Delwyn Dyer 
Ms. Marynell Eyles 
Ms. Virginia Fout
Facebook Fundraising 
Mrs. Julie Forehand 
Mrs. Jane Garland 
Mr. Phillip A. Geisel 
Gordonsdale Farm LP 
Dr. and Mrs. Nelson Greene 
Hamric & Sheridan Jewelers Inc. 
Ms. Joyce Herman 
Ms. Marsha Hudgins 
Ms. Elizabeth Irons 
Mr. William E. Johnson 
Justus Equine 
Ms. Allison Kaplan 
Ms. Cecilia J. Kimata 
Mr. J. Michael Knight 
Ms. Jean and Ms. Amy Lewis 
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Lexington Pappagallo 
Mr. and Mrs. Smith S. Lilly 
Mrs. Barbara J. Lindley 
Drs. Harry and Catherine McCoy 
Ms. Lynda McGarry 
Dr. and Mrs. Douglas C. McPherson 
Ms. Sally O. McVeigh 
Mr. and Mrs. Carl K. Miles Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. John Murphy 
Ms. Shirley H. Murphy 
Dr. and Mrs. Gregory J. O’Shanick 
Ms. Elizabeth Lewis Page 
PayPal Charitable Giving Fund 
Ms. Nicole Perry 
Ms. Lori J. Pickett 
Mr. Craig Pirtle 
Mr. and Mrs. R. G. Porter III 
Ms. Lynne Preston 
Mrs. Cindy Payne Pryor 
Rockbridge Farmers Co-operative 
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Ross 
Ms. Mary Jane Ciraco Russell 
Mr. and Mrs. Norman B. Saville 
Mr. and Mrs. Terry Secker 
Ms. Alicia D. Shifflett 
Mrs. Florence T. Short 
Ms. Phyllis Ann Showalter 
Mr. and Mrs. Preston R. Simmons 
Ms. Betty E. Skillman 

Every effort has been made to list each donor 
to the Virginia Horse Center Foundation. If 
you believe the above list contains errors or 
omissions, please contact the Foundation 
office at 540-464-2953.

Ms. Elizabeth K. Smith 
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Strong 
Ms. Sue Tallon 
Ms. Jane K. Thompson 
Mr. and Mrs. Swen P. Thompson 
Mr. and Mrs. W. McIlwaine  

Thompson Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond R. Tuckwiller 
Mr. Michael Turner 
Ms. Pamela L. Umberger 
Mr. Harold A. Via Jr. 
Ms. Susannah S. Via 
Ms. Melanie Voght 
Ms. Lucy K. Wallace 
Mr. James S. Walton 
Ms. Ann Wasko 
Dr. John T. Wise DVM 
Mr. Chris Wynne 
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GRAND CHAMPION  
$25,000 +

Capital Square 
The Clementree Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Wheeler Jr. 

CHAMPION  
$10,000 to $24,999

Ms. Grace Arnold
Blue Ridge Trailer Sales 
Ms. Vicky Castegren,  

Hyperion Stud LLC  
The Heisley Bishop Family
Ms. Bettina Longaker 
Takt Saddlery, Inc. 
Virginia Horse Industry Board

GOLD MEDAL  
$5,000 to $9,999

Anonymous 
Champion Shavings Corporation  
MJR Horse Transportation
TTR Sotheby’s
Virginia Horse Shows Association

July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024SPONSORS
SILVER STIRRUP  
$1,000 to $4,999

Anonymous
Adobe Acrobat
Attwood Equestrian
Mr. Edmund V. Aversenti 
Ms. Joan W. Alberti 
Back on Track USA 
Ms. Gardy Bloemers and  

Mr. Nick Duke 
Blue Ridge Equine
Ms. Mariclaire B. Borowy 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Hunter Bratton 
Carolina Arena Equipment
CFC Farm & Home Center/ 

Hallway Feeds
Chick-fil-A
Ms. Brooks Lucas Cushman
Dairy Queen/PitStop
Ms. Tammy DeVore 
Dinosaur Kingdom
Dynamic Dressage  
The EMO Agency Inc.
Farmvet.com Inc. 
Foxden Equine Inc.
Ms. Sandy Gallagher 
The Georges
Hampton Inn Lexington Historic 

District

Hendrickson Properties  
High Performance Equine LLC 
High Spirit Equine Products LLC 
Hilltop Farm Inc. 
JODS LLC 
Lisa Seger Insurance  
Ms. Sandra Lilly 
Markel Corporation  
Magic City Ford
Mountain Wellness Therapy
Old Dominion Equine Associates  
Mr. and Mrs. David O’Leary
Platinum Performance Inc.  
ProFence LLC
Ms. Carol Reedy
Ms. Helen Rich and Ms. Ali DeGray 
Mr. and Mrs. Jason C. Rowe 
Sirrah LLC
Spencer Home Center
Sprieser Sporthorse LLC
Ms. Susan E. Swope 
Take2 Second Career Thoroughbred 

Program 
Tate Dressage LLC 
The Dressage Foundation Inc.
The Orange Tree Foundation 
Top Quality Builders 
Triple Crown Nutrition  
Tunstall Stable 

Turner & Joiner Saddlebreds Inc.
UPHA Chapter 18 
Virginia Farm Bureau
World Equestrian Brands  
Ms. Peta Jean Wyllie

SPECTATOR  
$1 to $999

Allwyn Court Inc.
American Saddlebred Horse 

Association of VA  
Mr. and Mrs. Tommy Barron 
Ms. Kathleen Berger
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Bertozzi 
Ms. Jan Bitzberger 
Ms. Alma Blythe 
Ms. Heather Boodey 
Mr. and Mrs. Talmadge Bowden  

and Ms. Neysa Bryant 
Ms. Phyllis Brookshire 
Ms. Sandra Brown 
Cates Ventures Inc.  
Ms. Barbour Childress 
Mr. Harold D. Chrimes Jr. 
Ms. Katie Cooper, Caves Farm
Ms. Laura Croft 
Dinosaur Kingdom
Ms. Patsy S. Dubay 
Dun Foundation  
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Mr. and Mrs. Ken D. Dunker 
Dr. Delwyn Dyer 
Ms. Alice J. Eanes 
Dr. Jennifer Edens,  

La Crosse Animal Hospital  
Mr. D. Michael Eure,  

James River Stables 
Mr. Lionel Ferreira 
First Bank & Trust Company 
Firsthand Equine LLC  
Ms. Nancy-Leigh Fisher 
Mr. Andre Fourie 
Ms. Rebecca J. Gauzza
Mr. Phillip A. Geisel 
Golden Garden
Gordonsdale Farm LP 
Ms. Jenny Graham 
Ms. Ashley Greer 
Mr. Abram R. Halterman 
Ms. Natalie V. Hamer 
Mr. Lou Hamilton,   

JJ’s Meat Shak LLC 
Ms. Carol Hart 
Mr. Larry Hartsock 
Ms. Diane G. Hauslein 
Ms. Virginia Sue Hecht 
Mr. and Mrs. William C. Heizer  
Ms. Joyce Herman 
Hillcrest Bookkeeping Solutions LLC 
Mrs. Elizabeth Mason Horsley 
Ms. Kimberly R. Humphreys 
Ms. Ashley L. Hunt 
Industrial Downtime Solutions Inc. 
Mr. and Mrs. Hugh B. Kaplan 

Mr. and Mrs. Alfred A. King Jr. 
Ms. S. Jade Knick 
Ms. Susan Knipe 
Lara Tweedie Equestrian 
Ms. Toree Lewis-Hefner, TLH Farm 
Ms. Stephanie Lilly, Fiesta Farm LLC 
Ms. Mary Magner, Kilmurry Farm LLC
Ms. Alice C. Martens 
Ms. Amber Melton 
Ms. Leslie Melvin 
Miller RV Rental
Mrs. Judy Miller 
Ms. Karen Richie Moore 
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Nichols,  

 Crystal Creek Farm LLC  
Ms. Amy Nunnally, Nunnally Lane
Mrs. Debbie Ohlson 
Ms. Kim Banner Osborne 
Pedal & Paddle Rockbridge
Mr. & Mrs. Glenn T. Petty 
Mr. and Mrs. R. G. Porter III 
River View Valley Stables 
Ms. Judy Robichaux,  

Equine Photography by Judy 
Ms. Kathryn Rodsky-Taylor,  

Landon Farm LLC  
Ms. Mary Jane Ciraco Russell,  

Morning Mist Farm 
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey S. Shawver 
Mr. Jeff Shelley 
Mr. Doug Shiflet,  

Doug Shiflet Photography  
Mrs. Florence T. Short 
Ms. Kim Shuler 

Ms. Julie Simmons and 
 Ms. June D. Henderson 

Mr. and Mrs. Preston R. Simmons 
Ms. Elizabeth K. Smith 
Southwest Appraisal Inc. 
Splice One Inc.  
Ms. Lynda St. Andre 
Ms. Sherri Surface 
Ms. Sue Tallon
Ms. Beth Thomas 
Ms. Shirley A. Trail 
Ms. Nancy Troutman,  

Meadow Wood Stables Inc. 
Valley Show Horse  
Dr. Ann Vaughters
Ms. Lucy K. Wallace
Ms. Ann Wasko 
Ms. Robin L. Williams 
Ms. Lisa Woodward,  

Hidden Fox LLC  
Ms. Janice K. Wright 
  
LEGACY CLUB
Anonymous
Ms. Brooks Lucas Cushman
Mr. Chuck Grossmann and  

Ms. Susan Tice
Mr. Terry and Mrs. Denyse Moore

GIFTS-IN-KIND
BARC Connects
Carolina Arena Equipment
Dover Saddlery
Equistaff
Funk’s Welding LLC
High Performance Equine LLC
Landon Farm LLC
Lexington Hotel Group
Keedie Leonard
Bettina Longaker
MKR Designs
Natural Bridge Historic Hotel and 

Conference Center
Platinum Performance Inc.
Schneiders Saddlery
Spencer Home Center
SponsorCX
Virginia Tent Rental
Wellington Mfg. DBA I Love My Horse
World Equestrian Brands

COLLEGIATE SPONSORSHIP
Emory and Henry University
Hollins University
Sweet Briar College
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In Honor of 
Betty and Ernie Oare 
by Mr. Harold A. Via, Jr. 

Jason Berry Stables 
by Ms. Joan Alberti

Old Dominion Pony Club 
by Ms. Lori Pickett

Peg Seals, Laura Wright, and Freedom Farm 
by Mr. and Mrs. Jim Miller

James Madison University Equestrian Team 
by Ms. Annie Shawver

In Memory of
Helen Kelberg Groves 

by Ms. Brooks Lucas Cushman

Jenna Wynne 
by Ms. Susan Byrom and Ms. Kara Mongello

TRIBUTES
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

Our primary revenues are 
generated by shows that we 
own, followed by revenues 
generated by third party  
shows which rent our facility. 

    2024  2023
ASSETS  (Audited)  (Audited) 
Cash and cash equivalents $ 3,326,587 $ 2,710,578
Grants receivable  46,264    273,154 
Contributions receivable  _  2,500
Other assets  149,501  221,771
Property and equipment  18,990,984  18,924,204

TOTAL ASSETS $ 22,513,336 $ 22,132,207

LIABILITIES    

Accounts payable and other current liabilities $ 844,613 $ 811,574
Notes payable and long term debt  9,664,756  10,046,254

TOTAL LIABILITIES $ 10,509,369 $ 10,857,828

NET ASSETS    

Total net assets $ 12,003,967 $ 11,274,379

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS $ 22,513,336  $ 22,132,207

NOTE: The information above is derived from the Virginia Horse Center Foundation’s audited financial statements. For a complete 
version, including the Independent Auditor’s Report, please contact the Foundation’s office.
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OPERATING EXPENSES

Operating Revenue 

$5,467,592
Operating Expenses 

$5,874,422

OPERATING REVENUE
All Shows and Events  •  $4,191,324
Hay, Feed, Shavings Sold  •  $630,217 
Contributions  •  $279,585
Food and Beverage  •  $277,802
Facility Sponsorships  •  $41,372
Other  •  $47,312

All Shows and Events  •  $2,143,718
General Facilities Operations  •  $1,786,837 
Management and Staff  •  $1,008,522
Hay, Feed, Shavings Sold  •  $365,167
Food and Beverage  •  $295,779
Sponsorship and Development  •  $274,399
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CASH OR CHECK
You may send your tax deductible donation to:

Virginia Horse Center Foundation 
487 Maury River Road 
Lexington, Virginia 24450

CREDIT CARD
Make a gift by credit card on our website, or call (540) 464-2950. 
Recurring monthly, quarterly, or annual giving options are available. 

ONLINE
Make your secure donation at: vahorsecenter.org. Click “Donate” or 
visit the “Support VHCF” page. From there you will be directed to the 
secure donation page. 

PUBLICLY TRADED SECURITIES
Please contact our development office at (540) 464-2953 to discuss 
the best way to transfer appreciated securities to benefit the Horse 
Center.

RECURRING GIFTS / MULTI-YEAR PLEDGE
Give to Virginia Horse Center on a monthly, quarterly, or annual basis.

The Virginia Horse Center relies on supporters who are committed 
through multiple years for support. This type of giving is critical for 
future planning and financial security.

Donors can be confident that their gifts will have the greatest future impact on 
the Virginia Horse Center Foundation.

The Annual Fund is critical to the Virginia Horse Center’s success. Gifts 
made to the Annual Fund make an impact every day in every area and are 
used to bridge the financial gap between income derived from our horse 
show operations and the cost of annual operating, maintenance, and 
program expenses. 

SPONSORSHIPS
Donors may sponsor classes, trophies, divisions, and hospitality 
events at any VHC-owned horse show. Facility sponsorships, 
including signage, are also available.

RESTRICTED GIFTS
A restricted gift is money or property given directly or indirectly 
for a specific purpose. 

IN-KIND GIFTS AND VOLUNTEERING
In-kind gifts are contributions of goods or services other 
than cash. VHC welcomes in-kind donations and values our 
volunteers.

BEQUESTS
A bequest through a will or revocable trust can complement a 
donor’s lifestyle and commitments today while supporting The 
Virginia Horse Center Foundation tomorrow.

ENDOWMENT
Establish a permanent charitable legacy. The principal of the 
endowment fund remains invested in perpetuity with annual 
earnings being used to support operations or any donor-
specified, VHC approved purpose. 

SUPPORT VHCF HOW TO GIVE
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Roxanne Booth, President
Charlottesville, Virginia

Kenneth M. Wheeler, Jr., Vice President
Keswick, Virginia

Elizabeth Mason Horsley, Secretary
Richmond, Virginia

Judy Miller, Treasurer
Hampton, Virginia

Judith Heisley Bishop
Washington D.C.

Gardy Bloemers
Esmont, Virginia 

Brooks Lucas Cushman
Middlebrook, Virginia

Charles Grossmann
Keswick, Virginia

William Heizer
Staunton, Virginia

Col. David Lands
Gloucester, Virginia

Dudley Macfarlane
Crozet, Virginia

2023–2024

Ernie Oare
Warrenton, Virginia

Brian Ross
Fairfield, Virginia

Dr. Christina (Cricket) Russillo
Purcellville, Virginia

Dr. Owen Weaver
Greensboro, North Carolina

George Williams
Scottsville, Virginia

Chris Wynne
Chesapeake, Virginia

OFFICERS
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487 Maury River Road
Lexington, VA 24450
t. (540) 464-2950

vahorsecenter.org


