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Biosecurity Protocol 2026
____________________________________________

Introduction

The Virginia Horse Center occupies a critical position in the regional and national equine landscape, hosting high‑value horses, major competitions, and a constant flow of equine traffic. In this environment, biosecurity is not simply a set of procedures — it is a strategic imperative that protects the facility’s operational continuity, economic stability, and long‑term reputation.

Many horses carrying infectious agents show no outward signs of illness, which means disease can move silently through a venue without rigorous safeguards. The Horse Center’s existing protocols, along with the training provided to maintenance, housekeeping, and supervisory staff, form the foundation of a risk‑mitigation system designed to prevent exactly this scenario. These measures reduce the likelihood of disease introduction, limit spread if exposure occurs and help avoid the kind of outbreak that could force a facility‑wide shutdown.

However, the strategic environment is shifting. Increased horse movement, evolving pathogens, and rising expectations from competitors and governing bodies mean that “industry standard” is no longer sufficient. To remain a trusted venue, the Virginia Horse Center must not only meet but exceed baseline practices. This is where the planned facility refresh becomes strategically significant.

By investing in technological upgrades — enhanced sanitation systems, improved stall and barn infrastructure, modern monitoring tools, and more efficient traffic‑flow management — the Horse Center positions itself as a leader in equine health protection. These improvements signal to event organizers, veterinarians, and horse owners that the facility is committed to providing a safe, bio‑secure environment. In a competitive market, that commitment becomes a differentiator.

Strategic biosecurity is ultimately about resilience. It ensures that the Horse Center can continue operating without interruption, protects the welfare of every horse on the grounds, and strengthens the facility’s standing as a premier destination for equine events. The planned upgrades are not just operational improvements — they are long‑term investments in the Horse Center’s future.

Strategic Biosecurity Analysis for the Virginia Horse Center

The Virginia Horse Center plays a vital role in the regional and national equine community, hosting high‑value horses and major competitive events throughout the year. In this environment, biosecurity is not simply an operational concern — it is a strategic priority that protects the facility’s reputation, economic stability, and long‑term viability. Because many horses carrying infectious agents show no outward signs of illness, disease can spread silently unless rigorous, proactive measures are in place.

The Horse Center’s biosecurity program is designed to exceed standard industry practices and position the facility as a leader in equine health protection. Staff across maintenance, housekeeping, and supervisory roles are trained in these protocols, creating a culture of awareness and consistency that strengthens the entire system. This workforce readiness is a strategic asset; well‑trained personnel reduce risk, improve compliance, and ensure that biosecurity procedures are carried out reliably during both routine operations and high‑traffic event periods.

A key component of the Horse Center’s strategic approach is its comprehensive stall‑cleaning and disinfection process. These procedures form a layered defense system that minimizes pathogen load, limits cross‑contamination and ensures that each incoming group of horses enters a clean, safe environment.

Core elements of the protocol include:

1. Bi-annual power washing of all stalls and stall surfaces to remove accumulated debris and reduce environmental pathogen persistence.
2. Immediate cleaning and disinfection of vacated stalls at the conclusion of each show’s contracted move‑out day, with staff wearing appropriate bio‑safety attire to protect themselves and prevent cross‑contamination.
3. Systematic removal of organic material, beginning with shoveling bulky waste followed by sweeping fine particles into the aisle for removal.
4. Mechanical waste extraction using bobcats to efficiently transport debris to waste receptacles, reducing staff exposure and speeding up stall turnover.
5. Application of Clean Republic Multi‑Purpose Disinfectant using Good Salt Life/ARMATREX advanced applicators, ensuring consistent, waste‑reducing coverage across stall surfaces at predetermined intervals depending on stall usage analysis.
6. Use of Merck’s ARMATREX antimicrobial coating, which provides up to 90 days of residual protection and creates a durable, invisible barrier against bacteria, fungi, mold, and algae.
7. Disinfection of tools and equipment such as forks, brooms, muck buckets, wheelbarrows, and bobcats, with rinsing of any items that may contact feed or water.
8. Proper use of PPE and application technique, starting at the top of stall walls and working outward, with adherence to minimum contact times to ensure disinfectant efficacy.
9. Proper signage across the facility.

These procedures demonstrate the Horse Center’s commitment to adopting modern technologies and evidence‑based practices. Tools like electrostatic applicators and long‑duration antimicrobial coatings are not yet standard across the industry, and their use positions the facility at the forefront of equine biosecurity innovation.

Ultimately, this strategic approach to biosecurity protects more than just the horses on the grounds. It safeguards the Horse Center’s ability to operate without interruption, strengthens stakeholder confidence, and reinforces the facility’s standing as a premier destination for equine events. By investing in advanced protocols and infrastructure upgrades, the Virginia Horse Center is not only addressing current risks — it is building long‑term resilience and setting a new benchmark for equine facility management.

Routine Daily Cleaning on Contracted Show Days

Daily cleaning practices are an essential layer of the Virginia Horse Center’s biosecurity strategy. These routine tasks reduce environmental contamination, support horse and human safety, and ensure that the facility maintains consistent standards throughout each event. On contracted show days, staff follow these core procedures:

1. Remove manure from manure pits each day to prevent buildup, reduce pathogen load, and limit insect attraction.
2. Keep wash racks clean by gently rinsing organic matter into drains or removing it manually to maintain proper drainage and reduce contamination risks.

Quarantine Procedures for Equine Herpes Myeloencephalopathy (EHM)
1. Notify the State Veterinarian immediately. Contact the State Veterinarian, Tabitha Moore (540‑209‑2689), as soon as a horse is suspected of having the neurologic form of equine herpesvirus.
2. Isolate affected animals. Move any clinically ill animals to a separate barn, stabling area, or designated quarantine station with controlled access. All animals identified by the State Veterinarian as exposed must remain in their assigned barns and be segregated during exercise periods until a definitive diagnosis is confirmed.
3. Implement additional quarantines as needed. If new clinically ill animals are identified elsewhere on the premises, a localized quarantine must be established for exposed animals in that area. The quarantine zone may be expanded to include additional barns if warranted.
4. Quarantine the entire barn when necessary. If multiple cases are confirmed or suspected, full quarantine of the affected barn may be required.
5. Post high‑risk signage and enforce protective measures. High‑Risk (Red) signs must be placed around restricted areas to prevent unnecessary traffic and to remind personnel to wear coveralls, disposable gloves, and protective boot coverings. Staff must follow all biosecurity protocols to prevent transmission to other barns.
6. Manage personnel movement between barns. Individuals who routinely move between barns—such as farriers, private veterinarians, livestock inspectors, delivery personnel, Virginia Horse Center (VHC) staff, show staff, grooms, and trainers—pose a significant risk for barn‑to‑barn transmission. All personnel and animal owners must be reminded to follow strict biosecurity practices, including working with sick animals last and using dedicated protective clothing and disposable gloves.
7. Follow all biosecurity guidelines issued by the State Veterinarian.
8. Recognize the authority of the State Veterinarian. During a quarantine, the State Veterinarian’s office has full authority over all quarantine decisions and procedures.
9. Adhere to the EHM Quarantine Guidelines for Virginia Equine Events. In the event of an EHM quarantine, the Virginia Horse Center will follow the established EHM Quarantine Guidelines for Virginia Equine Events.
Quarantine Options at the Virginia Horse Center
Quarantine options depend on the size of the event and the extent of the outbreak. Possible locations include:
1. Returning horses to their home facilities or other pre‑approved off‑site quarantine locations
2. An unoccupied barn
3. The Therapeutic Riding Center (when available)
4. The Polo Barn (two stalls plus a tack room)
5. Temporary stalls under the shop shed (up to four stalls)
6. Temporary stalls set up under a tent
Biosecurity Training
The Virginia Horse Center will conduct an annual biosecurity training session for all grounds and Stable Office employees.
The VHC would like to thank Dr. Tabitha Moore, VMD, both with the Virginia State Veterinarian's Office for their input. Also, our thanks go to Dr. Cricket Russillo, DVM, of the VHCF Board, and VHC General Manager LeRoy Troxell for their input. 
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