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From the President

This report is dedicated to the memory of two extraordinary men, G. Otis Mead III 
and William “Bill” Northern. Their roles in the founding and shaping of the Virginia Horse 
Center cannot be overstated. All those who enjoy showing their horses or attending one 
of the many community events the Horse Center regularly hosts are indebted to their 
vision and generosity of spirit. Although these two men had different careers, both pros-
pered in business and in life by any measure. They are ultimately linked by their mutual 
interest in the success of the Virginia Horse Center.

More than 40 years ago, Otis spearheaded a committee of some 90 people from the area 
to help attract the attention of the Commonwealth of Virginia to our current site, making 
the case that it naturally had everything a major equestrian venue needed. Without Otis’ 
leadership, the Horse Center as we know it today would not exist.

During his lifetime we were humbled and proud to honor Otis with the naming of Mead 
Hill, one of the highest points at the Horse Center where visitors can take in the vistas—
acres of blue Horse Center roofing with the ancient Blue Ridge Mountains as magnificent 
backdrop. In June 2023, we again honored Otis and his fellow committee members for 
their foresight at our Founders Dinner.

Before Bill Northern answered his true calling in dowsing (the ancient art of locating 
water underground) which led him to use these same gifts for animal communication, he 
founded a successful business and office supply company in Warsaw, Virginia, part of the 
Northern Neck region. 

As a horse psychic and animal communicator, his work took him all over the world includ-
ing to his beloved New Zealand and Hawaii as well as horse shows along the East Coast. 
His life was purpose-driven by his conviction that animals, horses and dogs particularly, 
have voices worth hearing. Today, exhibitors and spectators can enjoy and appreciate 
Bill’s legacy of love for the horse at the Northern Ring and warm-up area, named for his 
generosity.

We are grateful that these men are forever part of the tradition and history of the Virginia 
Horse Center. You are among them as well, as supporters of our mission and efforts. We 
are humbled to recognize them and you in these pages.

Roxanne Booth, President

Our Mission 
The Virginia Horse Center Foundation 
provides a world-class facility hosting 
regional, national, and international 
equestrian events.

The Vision 
The Virginia Horse Center Foundation 
envisions a unique, bucolic landmark to 
honor and celebrate the timeless, special 
bond between mankind and the horse 
through safe, fair, and spirited equestrian 
competition.

With the support of the Foundation, the Virginia Horse Center serves as an economic and cultural asset 
for the benefit of the Rockbridge County community and the Commonwealth of Virginia. An important 
resource for the East-Atlantic equine competition circuit, the Virginia Horse Center hosts all disciplines 
of equestrian sport, standing at the forefront of Virginia’s $1.2 billion equine community. 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

2025 © Virginia Horse Center Foundation
Contributors: Ernest M. Oare
Photographs: Stephanie Gross Photography, KMK Photography 
Design: Mary Michaela Murray
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From the CEO

As I reflect on my first full year at the Virginia Horse Center, I am continually filled with 
gratitude and appreciation for our community of horse enthusiasts as well as those who choose 
to spend time on our grounds at non-equestrian happenings including Balloons Over Rockbridge, 
Taster’s Choice, or Chamber of Commerce-led events.

Without the visionary leadership of gentlemen such as Otis Mead and Bill Northern, carried  
forward by our dedicated volunteer Board of Directors, it would be nearly impossible to have 
realized their aspirations for the Horse Center. Although their dreams may have evolved over 
time to meet the moment of present-day situations and challenges, it is my sincerest hope 
that Otis and Bill would be proud of all that we have accomplished in our first four decades of 
existence. I know that they would be humbled by your generous support of our Horse Center.

To those who invest in the Horse Center, I am thrilled to say that we embarked upon several  
significant improvements that make life for horses and humans better. The most crucial of these 
are the footing upgrades in Wiley Arena and Wiley Warm-up; Northern Arena and Northern 
Warm-Up; Tardy Arena; Reel Arena; and The Big Lonely Warm-Up Arena. These arenas join 
the already refurbished DeeDee Arena, effectively providing for state-of-the-art multidiscipline 
footing in over half of our rings. I would be remiss if I did not thank those who took a special 
interest in this project by supporting it. 

Additional improvements include a new Horse Center-owned golf cart fleet that allows us  
to provide newer golf carts at a savings to those who rent them. The new fleet also includes 
battery-powered carts that are quiet and cost-effective.

Other improvement highlights include the installation of Big Ass Fans in the East Complex for 
overall comfort during summer months and a makeover for the Show Office, made possible  
by our long-time friends at the Virginia Dressage Association.

We are not done yet, however. There is more work to do, so please join us on the grounds in 
2026 and see what we have in store for you at the Virginia Horse Center!

Stephen Shank, CEO
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It was in March 1985, when the Virginia 

Legislature passed the bill which brought 

the Virginia Horse Center to Lexington and 

Rockbridge County. Ground was broken in August 

1986. However, it was years prior when Otis Mead 

began his tireless task to make this happen.

In 1969, then-Governor Mills Godwin established 

a task force to study ways to stimulate the growth 

of the equine industry in the Commonwealth. Otis, a 

popular real estate broker in Lexington and a self-declared “non-horseman,” decided 

the proposed Horse Center should be located in Rockbridge County and the rest 

is history thanks to his tireless effort. It was not until 1984 the General Assembly 

selected the site. Otis chaired the Rockbridge County area committee which was 

formed in 1984. He had no equestrian experience but was loaded with desire and 

passion for generating economic development. Under his leadership, 77 Rockbridge 

committee members worked tirelessly to win out over seven other state-wide 

applicants. 

When the legislative delegation made their visit to the Lexington site which was 

the last stop of the seven area inspections, Otis arranged a helicopter tour of the 

site—giving the delegation a bird’s-eye view of the dream for Rockbridge County.

Governor Chuck Robb signed the bill into law in 1986, and Governor Gerald 

Baliles attended the groundbreaking on August 13 the same year. I became involved 

as a public Board Member during the planning process during construction, but 

Otis had already exhausted hours and hours to make the home of the Horse Center 

in Rockbridge County; hence he became known as “the Godfather” of the VHC. 

Otis continued his tireless effort many years after the groundbreaking. Even after 

G. Otis Mead III

G. Otis Mead III
A TRIBUTE WRITTEN BY ERNEST M. OARE

declaring he was “boarded out,” he continued to attend Board meetings and kept his 

creation on track.

In 2007, the public-private partnership with the Commonwealth was dissolved 

and the Center became a private 501(c)3 charitable foundation. Of course, $11.5 mil-

lion in debt came with it and problems multiplied. However, even though he retired 

from the Board, here came Otis with his refusal to let the creation go. 

A 2020 Economic Impact Study estimated a $55.1 million annual impact on 

Lexington and Rockbridge County, which would support 585 jobs. These numbers 

have only increased, and his mark will be evident in the community forever.

We lost Otis this year, but his memory will always be alive at the Horse Center 

as well as many other local community projects. My involvement over more than 40 

years with the VHC is dwarfed by Otis’ creation. It is easy to take an enviable facility 

like the VHC for granted, but every time we do, we need to remember  

Otis Mead, “the Godfather.”

“We got the horse center because we needed it, we wanted 
it and we decided we were going to get it. We used every 
fiber of talent and enthusiasm in this community. And we 
overprepared for every step of the way.”
— G. OTIS MEAD III 
Remembering G. Otis Mead II,  
The News Gazette, June 2025
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Bill Northern’s lifelong love and appreciation for horses began in his 

hometown of Warsaw, Virginia. His compassion for animals and humans 

took him all over the world as he sought to heal horses and locate water 

through the ancient technique of dowsing. 

 From humble beginnings and enduring his father’s death at the age of seven, 

Bill began working in his uncle’s restaurant at age 12, juggling school with work shifts. 

Although he attempted university studies twice, his business success came with the 

founding of Wardico, a janitorial supplies company based in his hometown, which 

he ran for 25 years before retiring. During this time in his life, Bill was drawn to the 

world of horse racing and worked as a judge at racetracks. He also owned horses—

between 30 and 35 trotters—during his lifetime.   

Bill’s next chapter saw him following his true vocation as an animal communi-

cator. He began travelling throughout the eastern United States, attending horse 

William “Bill” Northern
A TRIBUTE

shows during the summer. In 1989, he began travelling to New Zealand, where he 

enjoyed the warmth of the climate and people alike. 

The Northern Ring and its warm-up arena were officially dedicated at the 

Virginia Horse Center on October 29, 2011. During remarks that day, Bill was recog-

nized for helping “countless animals and humans find resolution and bridge the gap 

where words failed. In a similar spirit, Bill has made a gift of support to the Virginia 

Horse Center.” Since that day in 2011, all those who enjoy competing at the Horse 

Center have Bill and people like him to thank for the experience of the unbreakable 

bond between horses and humans. 
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BLUE RIBBON COUNCIL 
$100,000 +

Ms. Peg DeVan  
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Shearin  
Virginia Historical Horse Racing 

Funds

CHAMPION’S PATRON 
$20,000 to $49,999

Ms. Garland Alban  
Goshen Hill Foundation  
Greenway Farm Place LLC   
Ms. Jacqueline B. Mars  
Virginia Dressage Association  

CHAMPION’S SUSTAINER 
$10,000 to $19,999

Elbert H., Evelyn J., and  
Karen H. Waldron Charitable 
Foundation   

Hewitt Family Fund
Mr. Ronald C Hughes III  
Mr. Alexander H. Laurent  
McGue Millhiser Family Trust   
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest M. Oare  
The William and Karin Banks 

Foundation
                
HORSE CENTER PARTNER 
$5,000 to $9,999

Anonymous 
Mr. Ron Beskin, Davenport and  

Company LLC
Ms. Gardy Bloemers and  

Mr. Nick Duke  
Ms. Pamela Bliss French
Mr. and Mrs. John G. Macfarlane III  
Mountain Laurel Foundation  
Ms. Dabney Napolitano  
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey S. Shawver  
Ms. Kim Shuler  
William M. Camp Foundation  

Donors
July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025

HORSE CENTER SUPPORTER 
$2,500 to $4,999

Mr. and Mrs. J. Hunter Bratton 
Page and Eric Gallo  
Ms. Anneliesa King  
Lexington Mounted Unit Inc.   
Judy and Jim Miller  
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Monroe  
The Pittsburgh Foundation,  

Ms. Susan Byrom and  
Ms. Kara Mongello 

Ms. Rebecca Polan 
The Rimora Foundation   
Ms. Peg Seals and  

Ms. Laura Wright  
Mr. Curtis H. Straub  
Mr. Hobie Whitmore and  

Dr. Melissa Lexier
 

HORSE CENTER ADVOCATE 
$1,000 to $2,499

Tom, Cinda, and Rynni Ayers  
Ms. Carol C. Bauer 
Mr. and Mrs. W. Earle Betts III 
Roxanne and Rich Booth 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael R. Crane
Ms. Brooks Lucas Cushman 
Ms. Robin Floyd  
Ms. Ramona B. Hazera 
The Heisley-Bishop Family  
 Mr. and Mrs. William C. Heizer 
Ms. Melissa Kennedy-Jurick 
Ms. Keedie Leonard  
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald V. Marshall Sr.  
McDaniel Contractor Services 
McDonough Toyota and Scion  
Mr. and Mrs. James D. Mungovan  
Mr. and Mrs. John Murphy 
Olivia Streater Reed and  

Dwight Compton Reed Fund  
Orange Tree Foundation 
Ms. Lanie Parker, Pegasus 

Enterprises LLC 
Paul H. Pusey Foundation 
Ms. Phyllis Ann Showalter  
United States Eventing Association  
Mr. George Williams  

Woodside Equine Clinic Inc. 
Ms. Peta Jean Wyllie  
Ms. Amy York  

HORSE CENTER FRIEND 
$1 to $999

Ms. Courtney Baker 
Ms. Pam C. Baker  
Bank of America Matching Gifts  
Benevity Community Impact Fund   
Ms. Suzanne S. Blair  
Bonnie Management Company Inc. 
Ms. Sherri Booye and  

Mr. Warren C. Edmunds  
Ms. Dianne E. Boyd  
Ms. Christina Brady  
Ms. Carolyn Brandon  
Mr. and Mrs. James F. Brown  
Ms. Paula L. Brown-Steedly  
Ms. Neysa Bryant 
Ms. Karen Bull  
Dr. James T. Burnette  
Ms. Elsa Burrowes
Mr. Darrell Bush  
Charles W. Barger & Son 

Construction 
Mr. W. Donald Clark  
Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Clements  
Ms. Karyn Z. Clifton  
Dr. and Mrs. R. Reynolds Cowles Jr.  
Dr. and Mrs. Mark X. Coyne  
Ms. Susan Creekmore  
Ms. Laura Croft 
Mr. James Denny 
Dog Owners Training Club  

of Lynchburg Inc. 
Ms. Melissa Downs  

Anonymous
Ms. Garland Alban
Attwood Equestrian Surfaces
Mr. Roy Beskin, Davenport & Co. LLC
Ms. Christina Brady
Ms. Neysa Bryant
Ms. Karyn Clifton
Ms. Peg DeVan
GGT Footing
Page and Eric Gallo
The Ghenea Family
Goshen Hill Foundation

As of August 18, 2025

Wiley Arena undergoes 
footing upgrade.

Brooks Lucas Cushman

Judy and Jim Miller

Ms. Dabney Napolitano

Kim and Pat Shuler

Ms. Rebecca Polan

Mr. Hobie Whitmore and  
Dr. Melissa Lexier

FOR THE NEXT
Campaign Donors 

July 1, 2024 through August 18, 2025

Greenway Farm Place LLC
Ms. Charmaine Hubbard
Mr. Ronald Hughes III
Ms. Barbara Kahle
Mr. Alexander Laurent
Judy and Jim Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Monroe
Ms. Dabney Napolitano
Ms. Michelle Orphanidys
Mr. and Mrs. James Parish
Peele Family Dentistry

Ms. Lanie Parker, Pegasus 
Enterprises LLC

Ms. Elaine Roschen
Ms. Susan Ross
Ms. Lucy Rutter
Ms. Peg Seals
Mr. & Mrs. Lee Shearin
Kim & Pat Shuler
Simons-Callagy Fund
Mr. Hobie Whitmore and  

Dr. Melissa Lexier

Footing Project Donors

As a non-profit organization, the VHC is one of 
only a few equestrian centers in the US reliant 
upon private philanthropy to achieve the vision 
of our founders. Via this campaign, which began 
this year, we are seeking 40 new friends to 
pledge $10,000 each, payable over 1–4 years, to 
add to our staunch support base of people who 
help guarantee that our facility remains top-
notch for generations to come. 
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CHAMPION’S PATRON 
$25,000+	

The Clementree Fund 	
The Heisley Bishop Family
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth M.  

Wheeler Jr. 
 	
CHAMPION 
$10,000 to $24,999	

Mr. Peter Dean	
Ms. Bettina Longaker	
Ms. Lucy Rutter	
Mr. Scott A. Troutman
	
GOLD MEDAL 
$5,000 to $9,999	

Anonymous	
Grove Performance Horses 	
Hutchinson Performance Horses 

LLC 
Katie Van Slyke LLC 	
Mr. and Mrs. John G. Macfarlane III
Noiseux Show Horses LLC 	
	
SILVER STIRRUP 
$1,000 to $4,999	

Anonymous	
AB Performance Horses 	
Ms. Barbara L. Asplundh	
Mr. Cole Baker	
Ms. Gardy Bloemers and  

Mr. Nick Duke
Brad Hill Performance Horses 
Mr. and Mrs. Don Brookshire	
Colchester Farm LLC 
Ms. Kristin Culbertson,  

Beach Mulch Inc.
Ms. Brooks Lucas Cushman	
Dr. Hannah Dodson	
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Ehle	
Ms. Sandy Gallagher	
Gumz Farms Quarter Horses LLC 
Hilltop Farm Inc.	
Jason English Show Horses Inc. 
Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Kaplan	

Kenny Lakins Quarter Horses 
Ms. Sandra Lilly	
Mathis Show Horses LLC 	
MDK Horse Show Services LLC
Mr. and Mrs. David O’Leary,  

Old Raptor Farm
Parsons Show Horses 	
Peele Family Dentistry 	
Mr. and Mrs. Jason C. Rowe	
Sprieser Sporthorse LLC	
Mr. Kenneth Steele	
Ms. Susan Swope	
Taft Dickerson Show Horses
Mr. Johnny L. Tart	
UHPA Chapter 18	
Mr. Cameron H. Van Sickle	
Virginia Farm Bureau	
Virginia Horse Shows Association
Virginia Hunter Championships
Waukegan Farms LLC 
Wayne Davis Quality Bedding	

	
SPECTATOR 
$1 to $999	

Ms. Joan W. Alberti	
American Saddlebred Horse 

Association of Virginia	
Ms. Pam C. Baker	
Mr. and Mrs. Tommy Barron	
Ms. Jan Bitzberger	
Ms. Mariclaire B. Borowy	
Ms. Marley Bourke	
Brent Garringer Show Horses LLC
Brian Cox Quarter Horses 	
Ms. Laura C. Bumgarner	
Cadeaux Show Stables	
Ms. Karyn Z. Clifton	
Mr. George Coffman	
Mr. and Mrs. Sheldon Cohen	
Ms. Katie Cooper, Caves Farm
Ms. Laura Croft	
Ms. Maryah Cugno	
Ms. Elaine Dellinger	
Ms. Lisa DeNuzzo,  

Daisy Meadow Farm 

Ms. Cassie Dodson	
Doug Shiflet Photography 	
Ms. Kristy Drew	
Mr. and Mrs. Ken D. Dunker	
Ms. Alice J. Eanes	
Ms. Sydney Elliott	
Equine Photography by  

Judy Robichaux
Mr. D. Michael Eure, J 

ames River Stables
Mr. Lionel Ferreira	
Ms. Brooke Fuchs	
Ms. Margaret Gardiner,  

Longacre Stables Inc.
Mr. Phillip A. Geisel	
Ms. Hilary Gerhardt	
Ms. Margaret Ghenea	
Ms. Jenny Graham	
Ms. Ariel Grald	
Ms. Ashley Greer	
Grove Pointe Stables 	
Mr. Abram R. Halterman	
Ms. Natalie V. Hamer	
Mr. George Harocopos	
Ms. Aimee Harrell	
Ms. Carol Hart	
Ms. Patricia L. Harth	
Mr. Larry Hartsock	
Ms. Diane G. Hauslein	
Mr. and Mrs. William C. Heizer 
Dr. Annette Hildabrand	
Ms. Rebecca H. Hine	
Ms. Kimberly R. Humphreys	
Ms. Ashley L. Hunt	
Mr. Robert D. Johnson	
Ms. Phyllis C. Jones	
Mr. Scott Jones	
Justus Equine 	
Ms. S. Jade Knick	
Ms. Caroline Leeth	
Ms. Toree Lewis-Hefner 	
Mr. Jeffrey Lee Long	
Ms. Parker Lovell	
Mr. Mark Lowham and  

Dr. Joseph Ruzzo 

Ms. Mary K. Magner,  
Kilmurry Farm LLC 

Ms. Alice C. Martens	
Mr. and Mrs. David M. Martin	
Mr. Steven L. Meadows	
Judy and Jim Miller	
Ms. Karen Richie Moore	
Ms. Jacqueline Ohrstrom,  

Berrywick Farm LLC 
Ms. Ashley Painter	
Ms. Kristi Pasieka	
PT Dressage 	
Ms. Patricia Brent Pusey 	
Ms. Carol Reedy	
Mr. Dale Salkeld	
Ms. Jessica Schaaff	
Ms. Sharon F. Scott	
Shannon Renee Designs 	
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey S. Shawver
Kim and Pat Shuler	
Ms. Julie Simmons and  

Ms. June D. Henderson
Ms. Elizabeth K. Smith	
Mr. and Mrs. William M Solis	  
Ms. Allison Springer	
Ms. Sherri Surface	

Individuals (Non-Corporate) 	

Sponsors
July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025

Ms. Beth Thomas	
Thurston Quarter Horses 	
Ms. Shirley A. Trail	
Ms. Nancy Troutman,  

Meadow Wood Stables
Ms. Kim K. Vanderwende	
Walnut Knoll Farm Inc. 	
Mr. Christopher Webb,  

Allswell Farm 
Wheeler Show Horses 	
Ms. Stacey Himmelstein White
Mr. Hobie Whitmore and  

Dr. Melissa Lexier
Will Coleman Equestrian 	
Ms. Robin L. Williams	
Ms. Vicki Williams and 

 Ms. Alexa Williams
Mr. and Mrs. H. Wallace Williamson
Ms. Lisa Woodward,  

Hidden Fox LLC 
Ms. Janice K. Wright	
Ms. Sandy J. Zirkle	

Corporate 
Astaria Global LLC 
Athletic Equine Veterinary Services 
Back on Track
Boone Tractor
Capital Square 
Champion Shavings Corporation 
Christian & Barton LLP
Direct Action Company Inc. 
DKM Construction Inc. 
Dover Saddlery
Dutta
Equine Athlete Veterinary Services
First Bank & Trust Company 
Firsthand Equine LLC
Hampton Inn Col Alto 
High Performance Equine LLC
High Spirit Equine Products LLC 
Hillcrest Bookkeeping Solutions LLC 
Hyperion Stud, LLC
Iron Horse Express LLC 
JAG Environmental LLC 
Keswick Equine Clinic
La Crosse Animal Hospital 
Lisa Seger Insurance 
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Tributes
In Honor of 

Jason Berry Stables by Ms. Joan Alberti

Jessica and Alan Lohman by Mr. & Mrs. Hugh Kaplan

Betty & Ernie Oare by Judy and Jim Miller

Old Dominion Pony Club by Ms. Lori Pickett

In Memory of
Beatrice Gail Barger by Mr. Curtis H. Straub

R. H. “Dick” Coffman by Mr. George Coffman,  
Ms. Elaine Dellinger, and Ms. Alice Martens

Diana Dodge by Ms. Brent Pusey

Hunter King by Ms. Anneliesa King,  
and Ms. Patricia Lemon

G. Otis Mead III by Ms. Courtney Baker,  
Ms. Brooks Cushman, Mr. James Denny,  

Ms. Bettina Hanlon, Ms. Brenda M. Hiskey, Ms. Marcia D. Horn,  
Mr. & Mrs. Bill McGinty, Mr. & Mrs. Charles Pearson II,  

Jan and Ron Perkins, Mr. & Mrs. George Piegari,  
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas E. Shupe, and Mr. Jeff Yates

Anna Mead Schmidt by Ms. Lynne Preston

Jenna Wynne by Ms. Susan Byrom,  
Ms. Terrie McLeskey, and Ms. Kara Mongello

LKH Enterprises Inc. 
Loring Woodriff Real Estate 

Associates 
Marshall+Sterling
MJR Horse Transportation
NorCordia USA 
Old Dominion Equine Associates 
Platinum Performance Inc. 
Professional Horse Services LLC 
Southwest Appraisal Inc.
Splice One Inc. 
Take2 Second Career 

Thoroughbred Program
Täkt Saddlery Inc.
Taylor Harris Insurance Services
The Distinguished Rider 
The Dressage Foundation Inc. 
The Horse of Course 
TowneBank 
Triple Crown Nutrition 
VTO Saddlery
World Equestrian Brands 

Facility 
CFC Farm and Hallway Feeds  
FarmVet.com 
Foxden Equine 
Kendal at Lexington
Magic City Ford		
Tractor Supply 		
VA Farm Bureau  		

Legacy Club 
Anonymous
Ms. Brooks Lucas Cushman
Mr. Chuck Grossmann and  

Ms. Susan Tice
Mr. Terry and Mrs. Denyse Moore

Gifts in Kind 

Attwood Equestrian Surfaces
BARC Connects
Back on Track
Blue Ridge Equine Clinic Inc.
Cleveland Blankenship
Carolina Arena Equipment
Champion Saddlery
The Distinguished Rider
Dover Saddlery
Funk’s Welding LLC
GGT Footing
Halo Horses Equestrian Boutique
High Performance Equine LLC
It’s Rail Time Show Clothing  

& Boutique
MKR Designs
Mrs. Pasture’s Cookies for Horses
Natural Bridge Historic Hotel &  

Conference Center
Platinum Performance, Inc.
Schneiders Saddlery
Spencer Home Center
SponsorCX
Uniqorn Exceptionnel
Virginia Tent Rental

Collegiate 
Hollins University
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30%

Operating Expenses 

$6,035,392

Our primary revenues are generated by shows that we own, followed by  
revenues generated by third party shows which rent our facility. 

				   2025		  2024
ASSETS		  (Audited)		  (Audited) 

Cash and cash equivalents	 $	 3,231,284	 $	 3,326,587
Grants receivable		  –  		  46,264 
Contributions receivable		  45,718		  _
Other assets		  232,839		  149,501
Property and equipment, net		  19,502,145		  18,990,984

TOTAL ASSETS	 $	 23,011,986	 $	 22,513,336

LIABILITIES				  

Accounts payable and other current liabilities	 $	 984,756	 $	 844,613
Notes payable and long term debt		  8,836,843		  9,664,756

TOTAL LIABILITIES	 $	 9,821,599	 $	 10,509,369

NET ASSETS				  

Total net assets	 $	 13,190,387	 $	 12,003,967

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS	 $	 23,011,986 	 $	 22,513,336

NOTE: The information above is derived from the Virginia Horse Center Foundation’s audited financial statements. 
For a complete version, including the Independent Auditor’s Report, please contact the Foundation’s office.

Statement of Financial Position
July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025

OPERATING REVENUE
All Shows and Events  •  $4,217,615
Contributions  •  $736,690 
Hay, Feed, Shavings Sold  •  $591,049
Food and Beverage  •  $242,970
Facility Sponsorships  •  $42,879
Other  •  $39,825

OPERATING EXPENSES
All Shows and Events  •  $2,497,234
General Facilities Operations  •  $1,782,746 
Management and Staff  •  $862,334
Hay, Feed, Shavings Sold  •  $343,973
Sponsorship and Development  •  $306,256
Food and Beverage  •  $242,849

Operating Revenue 

$5,871,028



16            VIRGINIA HORSE CENTER FOUNDATION

Ms. Roxanne Booth, President
Charlottesville, Virginia

Mr. Kenneth M. Wheeler Jr., Vice President
 Keswick, Virginia

Ms. Elizabeth Mason Horsley, Secretary
Richmond, Virginia

Ms. Judy Miller, Treasurer 
Hampton, Virginia

OFFICERS 

2024 – 2025 

Board of Directors

Ms. Judith Heisley Bishop
Washington D.C.

Ms. Gardy Bloemers
Esmont, Virginia

Ms. Brooks Lucas Cushman
Middlebrook, Virginia

Mr. William Heizer
Staunton, Virginia

Col. David Lands
 Gloucester, Virginia

Mr. Alan Lohman
Poolesville, Maryland

Ms. Dudley Macfarlane
Crozet, Virginia

Ms. Rebecca Polan
Waynesboro, Virginia

Mr. Brian Ross
Fairfield, Virginia

Dr. Christina (Cricket) Russillo
Purcellville, Virginia

Dr. Owen Weaver
Greensboro, North Carolina

Mr. George Williams
Scottsville, Virginia

Mr. Chris Wynne
Virginia Beach, Virginia 

The Annual Fund is critical to the Virginia Horse 
Center’s success. Gifts made to the Annual Fund 
make an impact every day in every area and are 
used to bridge the financial gap between income 
derived from our horse show operations and 
the cost of annual operating, maintenance, and 
program expenses. 

SPONSORSHIPS
Donors may sponsor classes, trophies, divisions, 
and hospitality events at any VHC-owned horse 
show. Facility sponsorships, including signage, are 
also available.

RESTRICTED GIFTS
A restricted gift is money or property given 
directly or indirectly for a specific purpose. 

IN-KIND GIFTS & VOLUNTEERING
In-kind gifts are contributions of goods or 
services other than cash. VHC welcomes in-kind 
donations and values our volunteers.

BEQUESTS
A bequest through a will or revocable trust can 
complement a donor’s lifestyle and commitments 
today while supporting The Virginia Horse Center 
Foundation tomorrow.

ENDOWMENT
Establish a permanent charitable legacy. The 
principal of the endowment fund remains 
invested in perpetuity with annual earnings 
being used to support operations or any donor-
specified, VHC approved purpose. 

Support VHCF
CASH OR CHECK
You may send your tax deductible donation to:

Virginia Horse Center Foundation 
487 Maury River Road 
Lexington, Virginia 24450

CREDIT CARD
Make a gift by credit card on our website, or call 
(540) 464-2950. Recurring monthly, quarterly, 
or annual giving options are available. 

ONLINE
Visit vahorsecenter.org, or use the QR code 
below to make your secure donation online.

Click “Donate” or visit the 
“Support VHCF” page. 
From there you will be 
directed to the secure 
donation page. 

PUBLICLY TRADED SECURITIES
Please contact our development office at  
(540) 464-2953 to discuss the best way to 
transfer appreciated securities to benefit  
the Horse Center.

RECURRING GIFTS/MULTI-YEAR 
PLEDGE
Give to Virginia Horse Center on a monthly, 
quarterly, or annual basis. The Virginia Horse 
Center relies on supporters who are committed 
through multiple years for support. This type of 
giving is critical for future planning and financial 
security.

Donors can be confident that their gifts will have 
the greatest future impact on the Virginia Horse 
Center Foundation.

How to Give



487 Maury River Road
Lexington, VA 24450
t. (540) 464-2950

vahorsecenter.org


